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Vision &Mission
TAARE ZAMEEN PAR
1.Education - including Life-skills & Soft-skills
2.Sanitation - Personal & Environmental
3.Skill Development - for Personal growth & National
development
4. Amenities & Facilities for comfort & convenience for
seniors with special needs
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Vision & Mission
TAARE ZAMEEN PAR
5. Job Opportunities & Placement
6. Courses with Internship
7. Health & Hygiene - Personal & Social
8. Provision of wheel chairs & facilities for seniors
and individuals with special needs in Housing Societies
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Welcoming
Council Members to

WICCI
President, Vice President
and 20+ Nominated
Council Members
4

Bina Pillai
State President, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
Bina Pillai, an alumni of Lady Shri Ram college, New-Delhi, had worked in a senior position
in corporates. She is an award-winning poet, author, and a crusader for social causes.
She published her poetry book “Lyrical Rhythms of My Heart” in 2017 which won awards,
amongst which was the National Rising Star Award. It had the highest rating in Goodreads in
2O19.
Her novel, “Under The Mango Tree,” was published by Bigfoot Publications in November
2019, for which she has received critical acclaim and was amongst the best- selling books on
Kindle. The audio book of “Under The Mango Tree,” has also been published. She has two
other books in the pipeline. A collection of short stories,” Nuggets of Wisdom.” and a
collection of poems “Mystical Dewdrops”. She won an award for her book Under the Mango
Tree at The Lucknow Lit Fest- Aaveg- 2O21.
She also won the first prize for her book at the Chandigarh A3foundation Literary fest.
Passionate about social causes, travelling, writing, photography, cooking, painting, event
management, interior -decor and gardening.
She has been pushing the causes of dyslexic children. She was featured as a Citizen journalist
of CNNIBN in this regard for a Special school for children with Learning Disability in Central
Mumbai. Two years later, the special school opened in her locality fulfilling her dream.
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Dr. Geetha Mohan
Vice-President, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
Passionate, fun-loving, sincere and caring, a peoples' person. A teacher and trainer by profession, a
learner and an author by interest.Dr. Geetha Mohan, ex-Principal of UPG College of Management,
and Professor of Philosophy, University of Mumbai, with her formidable academic background and
her vast and varied experience, aims to educate the young generation & help translate life
philosophy into reality. She works with the older generation and the corporate, to inculcate a happy,
successful, and peaceful life mission, vision, values and goals in executives, managers, and staff in
organizations.
She is the recipient of the “Bharat Vidya Shiromani Award” and a “Certificate of Excellence” for
outstanding achievements and remarkable role in the field of Education given by Indian Solidarity
Council, New Delhi on 9th June 2011. She has been felicitated by the Department of Philosophy,
University of Mumbai, for her contribution in the field of philosophical research and teaching, as
she has been part of the teaching community since 1984 to date. She is the recipient of the 'Social
Action Award" for Excellence in Health Awareness, Resource Mobilisation and Humanitarian
services by Indian Development Foundation on 3rd September 2013. She is a co-author of the book
‘Human Rights Education,’ whereby she attempts to create awareness about the rights and duties of
individuals in society. She has also been, and is, a member of various committees and panels, in
both academic and administrative positions. In addition to all these achievements and accolades,
she has presented research papers at International and National Conferences, both in India &
abroad.
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Meena Mishra
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
Meena Mishra is an award-winning author, poet, short-story writer, social worker, novelist, editor,
an educator and a publisher. The Impish Lass Publishing House is her brainchild. Her poems,
stories and book-reviews have been published in many international journals and magazines. She
is the recipient of several prestigious awards.
She is an active member of Mumbai English Educators’ Team and was invited by the Education
Department of Maharashtra to be a part of The Review Committee for the new English text book.
She has been working as the International Coordinator for British Council activities for more than
10 years.. She has been a contributing author and poet for more than 100 books. Her books
include- The Impish Lass, Emociones Infinitas , Within The Cocoon of Love and The Impish Lass
Book 2. . Her poems have been translated and published in Spanish magazine. He latest book –
The Impish Lass- Book 2 ( TIL Stories and More) has received raving reviews from the readers
including the greatest Indian Nuclear Scientist Dr. R. Chidambaram. It has received 5 stars rating
on Amazon .
Her articles are published in Times of India’s NIE and a suburban newspaper and leading
educational magazine of the country- Brainfeed Higher Education Plus.She was invited to share
her views by Sony TV for their first episode of, Zindagi Ke Crossroads, based on needs of special
children. .
As a publisher she believes that EACH SOUL THAT WRITES HAS THE RIGHT TO GET
PUBLISHED.
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Vaishali Chandorkar Chitale
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
An optimist to the core, Vaishali Chandorkar Chitale always sees the glass half full. She firmly believes
in the saying, that ‘if you want the rainbow, you have to put up with the rain’. She is a graduate in
Eng.(Hons) from Delhi University and has taught English in various schools pan India for 14 years,
before retiring to pursue her passion for writing.
An alumna of the Indian Institute of Mass Communication (Journalism), New Delhi, she is freelance
journalist, a poet and a writer. She has 15 paperback anthologies to her credit.
She is passionate about women empowerment . Her writing reflects her concern about issues faced by
women and the underprivileged in the society. She has co-edited a book on the same, ‘Women vs We
Men’ for ILPH (The Impish Lass Publishing House), Mumbai. She has also co-edited ‘Martial Games’
for Inkfeathers Publishing, Noida and is presently editing two more for both the publications.
An award-winning writer, her story, ‘Bittersweet Chocolate’, came third in a contest conducted only for
women writers, by WriteFluence and has been published in their paperback, “Out of my Box” (2020).
She has won a many contests and her poems and sonnets have been featured in books, ‘Ticked Pink’ and
‘Standstill’ , both published by Notion press, for WriteFluence.
A coffee table book, "Of Poets and Poems…Echoes of the Heart and Soul”, featuring five of her poems
with illustrations has just been released.
You can follow her on her blog-www.anenviablejourney.wordpress.com
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Aparna Patwardhan Bhat
Council Member Special Needs, Maharashtra,
Aparna Patwardhan Bhat is a competent and sincere professional. Her career as a teacher has
spanned over two and half decades in various reputed schools and coaching classes.
Currently, she is working as a secondary school teacher with a renowned ICSE school in Mumbai
and as an Editor with a popular publishing house.
She strongly believes that, “Learning is a beautiful and continuous process and the only treasure
which, remains with you forever.” A double post graduate with Masters’ in Education and English,
she also holds a Master’s in Business Administration. She has completed a certificate course of
CIDTT (The Cambridge International Diploma for Teachers and Trainers).
Over the years she has developed a passion for penning down her thoughts, memoirs and
experiences. She loves to write short stories, anecdotes, poems and small articles. She owes it to
her parents, family and all other acquaintances who helped her in various spoken and unspoken
ways to develop this skill. She blogs on: www.aparivarthith.wordpress.com
Her stories and poems have been published in various paperback anthologies, e-books and has also
been featured in several Facebook blogging portals such as Asian Literary Society, United by Ink,
Passion for Poetry and Penmancy to name a few.
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Rashmi Naik
Council Member, Special Needs Council , Maharashtra
Rashmi Naik is a Chartered Accountant by profession having 16 years of work experience in the field
of Financial and Management Consultancy.

She specialises in Corporate Finance, Mergers and Acquisitions, Business Planning and Debt
Restructuring. She has worked as a Project Leader in many World Bank funded projects in India and
Kenya.
Rashmi has been associated with Corporate Social Responsibility for the last 10 years. She started,
CSR Links, in 2012 with a vision to create a platform for NGOs and Companies to connect with each
other for the CSR initiatives. She has a lot of experience in training in capacity building, Office
management, accounts, computers (teaching MS Office). Communication and Presentation skills.
Rashmi is keenly involved with Financial Literacy. She takes one day workshops on Financial
Literacy for Women and Children for the underserved, school and College students.
Currently, she is the member of the South Asia Working Group of IEEE Smart Village. Rashmi is
also on the Board of Global Telehealth Network(GTN), USA looking after Finance.
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Madhuri Godbole
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
Mrs Madhuri Godbole,has been in the field of education for 30 years,having worked
as High School Teacher,Lecturer and as Head Mistress. She was bestowed with the
‘Best Teacher Award’ from Rotary Club of Ulhasnagar twice, and was also one of the
Awardees of Utkrushtha Mahila organized by Ambarnath Municipal Corporation.She
has been a member of several Committees during her tenure in College.
She is known to be creative and enthusiastic.Having a penchant for writing she is a
published writer for the Impish Lass Publishing House, wherein she has contributed 9
stories and one poem.
Social service is second nature to her.It is 25 years since she is a member of Inner
Wheel Club an International NGO which fosters Friendship and Service. In her
journey she has served the underprivileged like the mentally challenged, the hearing
and visually impaired, orphans, senior citizens and several other needy
She has taken up posts of President twice, secretary twice, Club Correspondent twice
and Editor thrice, and other posts. She was a part of conducting major projects like
providing drinking water in rural area, conducting Eye Camps, Programs for the Blind
School, maintenance of schools for special children ,Fund Raising etc. She was
President of an Orphanage of SOS Villages, Neela Bal Sadan at Ambarnath for 3
years.
Her Mantra is, ‘Evolve and help others evolve’.
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Sushma Kalvade
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
Sushma Kalvade is a Human Resources professional with over two decades of
experience in Dubai, UAE. As HR Head she has provided HR leadership and
coaching to employees and managers regarding employee relation issues and
resolution of employee and organizational issues. In her capacity as HR Head she has
contributed in building and fostering rapport within organization staff and managers at
all levels through a thorough understanding of the business, company culture,
organizational structure and talent.
She has managed many different roles along with standard HR role such as monthly
Newsletter writing, staff events management and coordinating conferences. She found
all facets of HR role challenging and invigorating. Each day would bring a new
challenge and would need different kind of fire-fighting skills. She feels building rapport
and caring for each staff has been her hall mark and helped her build a successful
team for the companies she worked for.
She has now retired and lives in Pune, India.

She is a proud alumni of prestigious Lady Shri Ram College, New Delhi.
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Deveika Menon
Council Member, Special Needs Council , Maharashtra

Deveika Menon hails from the city of dreams, Mumbai.
Having pursued her studies in the field of psychology she took to counseling as the
subject of human behavior fascinated her. This further propelled her to contribute as a
relationship counselor. She has been a support to those with behavioral issues and
maneuvered them out of it.
She has been a versatile blogger before authoring a few books.
She is also a short film maker with a few socially relevant short films that has been
showcased in film festivals as well. She wishes to continue making films with socially
relevant subjects to create awareness. She has been felicitated for her literary quality in
‘Mrigtrishna’, which has been very well received worldwide. Her poetic creations have
been widely recognized and applauded. Her romantic poetry collection 'Pendulum of
Nomadic love' is a testimony of her belief in the power of words. Her love for Urdu has
brought about a small collection of Hindi Urdu ghazals and shayari. She is currently
penning her next book, 'Laugh Kookaburra laugh'. She finds her mojo in photography.
From cloudscape, landscape to portraits she has a voracious collection.
She has been actively involved in rescuing animals and providing them
alternate shelter.
She is also involved with a couple of NGOs that focus on children and old age homes.
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Dr.Uma Dembla Khurana
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
An Ayurvedic doctor by profession, Dr Uma Dembla Khurana, has always been a
people's person. Post her graduation, during her early days of practice she realised
that all illnesses cannot be treated by medicines alone. There is something beyond
medicines to treat patients.That's when she decided to satisfy her hunger to
understand people by pursuing her Masters in Psychotherapy and Counselling.
She practiced at a reputed hospital at Dadar, followed by a stint in diagnostic
medicine before setting up a private practice at Andheri, Goregaon and now Deonar.
With a satisfying practice for a little more than 20 years as an Ayurvedic doctor and a
therapist, Dr Khurana now attends medical camps conducted by various NGOs to
offer services to the needy. During these trying times of the pandemic, she counselled
and treated many patients online, internationally as well as from all over India. An
approachable person with a pleasing personality Dr Khurana is a go to person for
various medical issues
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Rajni Nair
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra

Rajni is an entrepreneur and alumni of St Xavier’s College, Mumbai. She holds a double
graduation in BA from Mumbai University and LLB from Jitendra Chauhan College.
She had been a practicing Lawyer and gone on to pursue and excel in Marketing, Advertising
and Administration in prestigious institutions like Times Life, Bombay Hospital and The Leela
Group. She was the Managing Director of Buena Vista Travels for more than a decade, after
which she held an Executive position at Apollo Hospital.

She has supported various social causes right through her life - whether it was teaching
students at a Blind School, organizing book and clothes donation drives or supporting
various causes throughout the pandemic.
She also played a central role in a drive within Hiranandani Gardens, Powai for streamlining
and ensuring correction and availability of Voter ID cards for citizens in the area so they
could cast their electoral votes.
She is a voracious reader who is passionate about dancing, traveling and enjoys socializing.
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Mini Chandran
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra

Mini Chandran, has been with CGH Earth Group of Hotels & Resorts since the year 2009.
Before joining CGH Earth, she had a stint in the travel industry for 16 years.
With more than 28 years of experience in the Travel and Tourism industry, she deems that, as
responsible individuals, we ought to be that type of energy that, no matter where we go, we
always add value to the spaces and lives around us, thus ensuring that our presence adds to
an experience in a positive manner. This perfectly resonates with the core values of CGH
Earth being Environmental Sensitivity, benefitting the community and being Local in
content.
Mini Chandran presently works as the General Manager at SwaSwara – CGH Earth’s
Wellness Retreat by the sea and has been in this role since 11 years. To elaborate a bit on
SwaSwara, situated on Om beach, there is little, apart from the rhythm of the rolling waves
and the meditative hum of birdsong, to disturb ones inner explorations. Crafted in colours of
the Earth, and in harmony with the land that nurtures her, SwaSwara is designed for holistic
and transformational experiences; a space where the ancient wisdom of Ayurveda and Yoga
come together to rejuvenate body and spirit.
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Namrita Alang
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra

Having completed 49 years on earth, Namrita Alang is a ‘Jack of
all….’ By virtue of being born and subsequently married into the Armed
Forces, she has had the opportunity to travel all over India. After
having completed her basic education,she has done her diploma in Hotel management and
worked for the hospitality industry for a while.
She also holds a Bachelors degree in Education and has persued
teaching for 12 years.Being an educationist she firmly believes that, ‘You Educate a man
you educate a person, You educate a woman you educate a family.’

She is passionate about physical fitness and is a certified yoga
Instructor.
On a personal level she enjoys travelling, spending time with friends and listening to
Music. Originally from Chandigarh she currently resides in Mumbai with her family.
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Uma Divgi
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra

Uma Divgi, is a passionate traveller and firmly believes, in the saying, “Do not
follow where a path may lead. Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail”Ralph Waldo Emerson.
An alumna of Lady Shriram College, New Delhi, she is a graduate of Psychology
(Hons) and is a keen observer of human nature and behaviour.
She started her career in the travel industry and gradually moved to being with
children and working with them, as she loves children and feels we can learn a lot
from their innocent and trustworthy souls. She has worked with pre-schoolers for 23
years and retired in 2018 as a facilitator in “Sapling” Nursery Aundh, Pune. She
loves children and has a lot of empathy for them and instantly strikes a rapport with
them.
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Divya Venkateswaran
Council Member, Special Needs Council,Maharashtra

A poet, writer by passion, it took her more than a couple of decades to put her thoughts out on
the paper. A Bachelor of Arts in English from Delhi University, Divya Venkateswaran is a
bibliophile andthe world of literature fascinates her.
She first began writing soulful stories for Times Of India (Internet) under its “”Soul Curry””
section. She is a co author in many anthologies with different publishing houses. Her love for
reading has got the better of her and she reviews upcoming authors and any new title she reads.
Spends far too much time reading and listening to music and is a trained classical singer. She
has been actively engaged with an organization “Guide Runners India” and works closely with
visually challenged people.
She lives in Mumbai and works with a renowned education services company.
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Dr. Rajeshwari Rapata
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
Dr.Rajeshwari Rapata has 23 years experience in Medical Academics as a
Homoeopathic Consultant, an approved Principal, Hospital Administrator, Professor
(HOD) Anatomy, by MUHS, Nashik. She has taught more than 5000 medical
students and adopted some innovative teaching techniques to bring good results in the
successive consecutive years.Her expertise includes Homoeopathic consultation,
Academics management, Counselling, Hospital Administration, Teaching, Training
and Internal Auditing of hospitals.
She is involvedin many projects. To name a few- Ghar Ghar Homoeopathy: A course
in Awareness in Emergency medical conditions, FirstAid, CPR and Role of
Homoeopathy. (Brand Ambassador World PHD Chakra Awards) (Life saving
Skills),de -addiction through Homoeopathy,special needs children(Behavioural
disorders, Autism,Dyslexia and ADHD),values in Healthcare A Spiritual Approach
(VIHASA) Janki Foundation (London) Team project,Divine Mother Baby Project,
Garbh Sanskar. Team Project.
She is a Nature and Animal lover and also love adventure sports, has done

She has started feeding my flair for writing recently and is emerging as an excellent
writer and poetess.
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Monika Patel
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra

A firm believer in the idea that positive thoughts bring about positive changes,
Monika practices the same thought and has experienced the same.
An alumna of SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai, Monika has a Bachelor’s
Degree in Education with specialization in Learning Disabilities. She is a
Learning Specialist working with children facing learning concerns in areas
of reading and writing. Counselling Parents and Schools is also her area of work
and expertise.
She has worked with reputed National and International Schools in Mumbai.
Working to spread awareness about learning concerns is her long-term
commitment.
She loves to cook, write and enjoys long drives while listening to music.

21

Lavanya Shrivastava
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
Lavanya started her career as a medical secretary in the department of
Neurosurgery in Bombay Hospital and fulfilled the role for nearly 10 years.
She is a certified Reebok International trainer in fitness. She is also
certified Yoga teacher. Further, she conducted Aerobic classes for more than 2
decades.
She has learnt and performed Indian classical dances like Bharat Natyam ,
Kathak and Odissi. She represented the Nation in folk dances at International
Cultural festivals in Paris and Poland. She is also a spontaneous and melodious
singer.
In addition to the above, she has done Theatre as an actor with Nadira Babbar's
group Ekjute and performed at Prithvi and NCPA.
She was an active member in the Committee of Mulund Gymkhana for 5 years
and looked after their cultural activities.
A graduate majoring in Indian History; Lavanya is a voracious reader of
medieval History Indian, History of Indian cinema, under world industry and
Biographies.
Besides the above, Lavanya is extremely passionate about cooking, sketching
and sewing.
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Lakshmi Raju
Council Member, Special Needs Council, Maharashtra
Lakshmi Raju has been a Teacher and Trainer for the major part of her working career and continues
to be a Training Consultant and Freelance Trainer . As a teacher, she taught English and French in
colleges in Mumbai. She taught MBA students in colleges in Pune.

She worked for the Income Tax Department for nearly 35 years. Major part of her service was as a
Trainer for the Department as well as a National Resource Person for the Government of India.
Besides Income Tax related subjects, training in soft skills, personal development and spirituality,
were the highlights of her sessions. As a National Resource Person, she was deputed to various State
and Central Government Departments to conduct training programs on Management of Training,
Training Methodology and for developing Mentoring Skills in Executive Officers. As a Master
Trainer for the Government, she has groomed and certified senior trainers to be inducted into the
Government’s Pool of National Resource Persons.
On the subject of Mentoring, she has addressed college and University teachers, Senior Officers of
PSUs, Executives of NGOs, etc.

She has also helped an NGO to conceive and execute a Yoga project for Orphanages in Pune and
Mumbai and for the youth in the juvenile prison in Pune.
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SUPPORTED BY
WICCI is supported by the massive
global networks of

ALL Ladies

League (ALL), Women Economic
Forum (WEF), and SHEconomy.
ALL is a movement of ‘Sisters Beyond
Borders.’
WEF is a platform for ‘Business

Beyond Borders.’ SHEconomy is ecommerce for women worldwide in

Goods & Services for ‘Commerce
Beyond Borders’
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COUNTRIES

REPRESENTED

Albania, Angola, Armenia, Argentina, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Brazil, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, Chad,
China, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, Germany, Greece, Guatemala,
Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Italy, Israel, Ireland, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Luxembourg, Malawi,
Malaysia, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Malta, Netherlands, Nigeria, Nepal, New
Zealand, North Macedonia, Norway, Paraguay, Portugal, Peru, Puerto Rico, Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Russia,
Rwanda, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, South Africa, South Korea, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tunisia,
Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, UK, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam, Virgin Islands (US), UAE, USA, Uzbekistan, Zimbabwe.25
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